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The Power of a Gentle Answer 

A Winsome Witness in the World – Part 2 

 

Open your group in prayer and remember that this is only a guide. Feel free to discuss 

each of the provided questions in the message notes, or simply dive deeper into just one.  

Before you close with prayer, take a few minutes to look over the Three Essential 

Questions towards the end of the document.  

 

Message Notes 

An Unexpected Emotion:  Anger 

1. A raging anger attacks people 

2. A righteous anger attacks problems, especially problems that attack people 

An Unexpected Surprise:  Behind God’s Gentleness Was Anger 

 

Talk It Over 

“A gentle answer turns away wrath . . .”  Prov. 15:1 (NIV) 

Question 1   Fred Rogers who said that we should be kind because every person is 

fighting a hard, hidden battle. What hard, hidden battles have you discovered in yourself 

or another person? How did it change your perspective? What did you learn? 

Question 2   Fire can destroy, and fire can be productive—for example, it can cook our 

food or warm us. Human anger destroys like a wildfire. Instead, how can we become 

filled with the loving and warming fire of God?  

Question 3  Discuss examples of people who were angry at unhealthy situations and 

turned their anger into generous, loving action. How can you apply this to your own life? 

Question 4  Luke 7:36-50 tells the story of a sinner who began to wash Jesus’ feet with 

her tears and anointed his feet with precious oil while he was dining at a religious 

leader’s house. Here we see the gentleness of Jesus as well as his fierceness directed 

toward those who were judging her. Read this passage. What should our attitude be 

toward those who are self-righteous? Toward those who are disenfranchised, weak, or 

carrying hidden hurts? How can we convert that into loving action? 

Talk It Over 

“Be angry and do not sin.”   Ephesians  4:26a (ESV) 

 



Question 5  How do we know what angers God? 

 

Talk It Over 

“Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. Take my 

yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find 

rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy and my burden is light.”  Matthew 11:28-30 

(NIV) 

 

Question 6  How does Jesus describe himself in Matthew 11:28-30? Why is it difficult 

to follow his command and find rest for the soul?  

Talk It Over 

“The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 

gentleness and self-control.”   Galatians 5:22-23a (ESV)  

Question 7   What is the fruit of the Spirit and how do we access it? How can you 

demonstrate the fruit of the Spirit in your day-to-day life? 

 

 

Three Essential Questions 

The following questions are intended to be open-ended and encourage members to 

consider how they felt and what they, or the group, can do as a result of hearing the 

message! 

 

1. What did you hear? What point in this message was most impactful for you? 

2. What do you think? How did this message challenge, change, or affirm your 

thinking? 

3. What will you do? How will you or your group put into practice what you’ve 

learned today? 


